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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION REPORT NO.
Bight Off Free While steaming |of1’ the coast of Sierra Leone,
eat Africa we made s radar sighting of what appeared to be a

naval formation hemding south.. Sfixbpeh) sdibcvessels ‘werengeRatgeduinetio:agliiins

sppeared to be keeping station with military precision.

| the formation comprised e Boviet vhaling fleet
B route ior vhaling operatioms in the South. -

from Cepetovn: The Soviet vhaling fleet sailed cmm o 9 Mar 54
for - In the fleet were 16 trawlers about 90 feet 1k length snd one
vhaling factory ship with twin funnels aft of an estimated 10 thousand net tons.

Naval Command: The commanding officer of the fleet was understoqd to be &
Boviet Navy captain or rear sdmirsl. The fleet displayed militery discipline

while in port as evidenced by the simultaneows striking of ‘solers by all vessels
at swndown, : ’ :

o /

Acquisition of British Curremcy: Oﬁ??]hf% -the Boviet mémn,dcr is understood

to bave gome into Capetown to obtein 24 thousand British pounds for unimown
purposes . Cel '
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